
whether or not further troop 
deployment to Afghanistan might 
spur terrorist attacks within 
Canadian borders, it is that the shift 
to the right in regards to Canadian 
imperialist policy and action is 
being taken by ALL major political 
parties in Canada across the board. 
Hillierôs comments should have 
elicited outrage from at least some 
major politicians on the grounds 
that his statements were racist, war 
mongering promises of death and 
destruction in the name of Canadian 
imperialist interests. Instead, his 
statements were defended by the 
leaders of all major political parties:

Conservative Party MP Gordon 
OôConnor: ñ[Gen. Hillier] speaks 

like a soldier, not a diplomat. Heôs 
starting to give the public an idea 
that the troops are about to go in a 
dangerous area and heôs trying to 
explain why theyôre going there in 
the pursuit of terrorists.ò

Liberal Party leader and Prime 
Minister Paul Martin: ñGeneral 

Hillier is not only a top soldier, 
he is a soldier who has served 
in Afghanistan. The point he is 
simply making is we are at war with 
terrorism and weôre not going to let 
them win.ò

New Democratic Party leader 
Jack Layton: ñControlled anger, 
given what's happened, is an 
appropriate response. We have 
a very committed, level-headed 
head of our armed forces, who 
isn't afraid to express the passion 
that underlies the mission that 
front-line personnel are going 
to be taking on. A bit of strong 
language in the circumstances, I 
don't ýnd that to be wrong."

STOP THE CANADIAN WAR 
DRIVE!

All people in Canada must 
realize that it is not only political 

blindness to ignore the wars and 
occupations that Canada is carrying 
out; to ignore the imperialist policies 
and actions of the government of 
Canada would mean unforgivably 
irresponsible complicity with the 
Canadian imperialist war drive. We 
are now living in a Canada that has 

dropped away its mask of ñpeaceò in 
order to continue a hard shift to the 
right, unfettered by the governmentôs 
public relations illusions. This shift 
has been a long time in coming.

When the US began its war drive 
in Iraq, the government of Canada 
began its shift into gear of the era 
of war and occupation by quietly 
sending almost 2,000 troops to 
Afghanistan for a ñhumanitarian 
peace keeping mission.ò When 
Hillier took command of the NATO 
mission in Afghanistan it was billed 
as a transference of ñCanadian 
valuesò to the reconstruction efforts. 
The government and media did 
not mention that practically all aid 
monies had been withdrawn and 
all reconstruction promises called 
off. They did not comment on the 
collapse of all infrastructure in 
Afghanistan, the almost absolute 
lack of employment, the climbing 
death rates of Afghan people, the 
lack of potable water, the complete 
suppression of womenôs rights or 
the shaky deals drawn up between 
the imperialist phoney-puppet 
government of Hamid Karzai 

Continued on back...

On Thursday July 14th the new 
Canadian Chief of Defense Staff, 
General Rick Hillier ýred off the 
opening guns of the new Canadian 
war drive. His announcement that 
2,000 more Canadian troops will be 
sent to Afghanistan by February of 
next year to ñbe able to kill peopleò 
was not the beginning of the shift 
to the right of Canadian imperialist 
policy but it was signiýcant in 
exposing the unanimity of the 
government of Canadaôs brazen 
racist war mongering. Hillierôs 
words signaled a clear shift from the 
typical strategy of the government 
of Canada, which has managed, 
until now, to cleverly cloak its 
imperialist actions in the language of 
ñpeacekeepingò.

Really, Hillier has 
done us in the anti-
war / anti-occupation 
movement in Canada 
a favor with his 
clarity of words. 
He explained better 
than most anti-war 
groups in Canada 
have managed to that 
ñWeôre not the public 
service of Canada, 
weôre not just 
another department. 
We are the Canadian 
Forces and our job is to be able to 
kill people.ò And not just to kill any 
bodyé Hillier further explained just 
what the approach of the Canadian 
Forces has been in Afghanistan, 
even before he took command of 
the NATO forces occupying the 
country. He was quoted in the Globe 
and Mail as saying, ñThese are 
detestable murderers and scumbags, 
Iôll tell you that right up front. They 
detest our freedoms, they detest our 
society, they detest our liberties.ò 
And ñWeôre not going to let those 
radical murderers and killers rob 
from others and certainly weôre not 
going to let them rob from Canada.ò

The entirety of Canadaôs imperialist 
strategy is contained in Hillierôs 
words. The anti-war movement and 
all poor, working and oppressed 
people in Canada must hear them 
as a grim prophesy of the dark 
days to come. What exactly are 
the ñradical murderers and killersò 
in Afghanistan ï now (thanks to 
the occupation forces) the poorest 
country in Asia ï able to ñrob 
from Canadaò? The only position 
Canada has that is threatened by 
the struggling Afghan people is the 
position of the Canadian military 
occupying their country. It should be 
clear to us in the anti-war movement 
that the ñdetestable murderersò in 
Afghanistan are there courtesy of 
the NATO occupation. These are the 
forces that have lowered the Afghan 
life expectancy by four and a half 
years from 2003 to 2004.

For people in Canada, the ñrisky 
businessò is not, as Hillier said, S
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CANADA½S ºPEACEKEEPER» MASK DROPS
THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT IN CANADA 

MUST ACT NOW!

In June 2005, less than one month 
before news that 2,000 troops are 
to be deployed to Afghanistan, the 
military budget of Canada was 
nearly doubled from $13 billion 
to $25.8 billion, to be implemented 
over the next ýve years. For people 
in Afghanistan the military budget 
increase means an intensiýcation 
of the Canadian occupation; and 
for working, poor and oppressed 
people in Canada it means less of 
the central survival services that 
we need.

Along with the increased military 
budget for the purpose of attacking 
people abroad, we can see the 
increase in neo-liberal attacks at 
home.  Since the 2001 invasion of 
Afghanistan, in British Columbia 
alone, these attacks have come 
in the form of cuts to health care, 
social housing and resources for 

women and poor people, increased 
racist immigration legislation, 
tuition hikes as well as worsening 
conditions for working people 
such as healthcare workers and 
government service employees. 
Similar attacks on oppressed 
people have been happening all 
across Canada. 

It is not a coincidence that Haiti is 
the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere and Afghanistan is 
the poorest country in Asia.  It is 
the fact that the government of 
Canada is in the business of, and 
has the easiest time, attacking the 
most marginalized and oppressed 
layer of people, both at home and 
abroad. The situation for people 
in these countries has continued 
to deteriorate under occupation. 
In Haiti and Afghanistan there 
is a lack of infrastructure, jobs, 

services, and security, all of which 
were supposed to be brought to 
these countries by its occupier, 
Canada.

Well, if Canada is cutting jobs, 
services and infrastructure at home 
how does it propose to bring these 
necessities to the people of Haiti 
and Afghanistan? It is impossible 
and was never part of their plan. 
Because the government is not our 
ally, we as working and oppressed 
people are the ones who must lead 
the struggle against imperialist war 
and occupation. In doing this, we 
recognize that we have the same 
enemy as Afghans and Haitians; 
it is the government of Canada. 
Our weapon against their attacks 
is solidarity, ýghting for and 
demanding self-determination for 
oppressed nations abroad and for 
social justice at home. 

Money for health care, housing, schools, welfare, 
womensô centresé not for war and occupation

War Abroad = War at Home

Demonstration against occupation of Afghanistan, 
Kabul.

Canadian soldiers detain Afghan 
prisoners.




