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Rally in support of striking BCTF workers.
October 11 2005.

O
n 

O
ctober 

5
th 

2005, 
three 

C
anadian soldiers w

ere w
ounded 

w
hen a bom

b w
ent off near a 

C
anadian m

ilitary convoy in the 
outskirts of K

andahar. Less than 
a w

eek later, on O
ctober 12

th, a 
rocket attack on the C

anadian 
em

bassy 
in 

K
abul 

w
ounded 

tw
o 

A
fghans. 

The 
resistance 

to C
anadian m

ilitary presence 
in 

A
fghanistan 

has 
been 

increasing 
since 

the 
decision 

to deploy 2,000 m
ore troops 

to 
A

fghanistan 
by 

February 
2006. 

D
efence 

M
inister 

B
ill 

G
raham

 
said 

him
self 

that, 
ñw

hen w
e m

ove our troops to 
the K

andahar regioné
 it w

ill 
actually be m

ore in the line 
of 

a 
com

bat 
m

ission.ò 
(O

ct. 
13

th 2005). The declaration of 

calculated violence against the 
people of A

fghanistan exposes 
the C

anadian governm
entôs true 

objectives in the country. 

Since the 2001 invasion, life 
expectancy in A

fghanistan has 
fallen by 4.5 years, to 42. Today, 
20%

 of all children die before 
kindergarten 

age. 
In 

2005, 
A

fghanistan 
has 

the 
ñw

orst 
education system

 in the w
orldò, 

w
ith a literacy rate of less than 

30%
. A

s the m
ask of C

anadian 
ñpeacekeepingò 

slides 
aw

ay, 
w

e can see that the involvem
ent 

of 
the 

C
anadian 

m
ilitary 

in 
A

fghanistan 
is 

not 
w

ith 
benevolent ideals of helping an 
im

poverished 
country 

rebuild 
itself. 

$12.8 
B

illion 
in 

C
anadian 

taxpayer dollars w
ere recently 

added to the C
anadian m

ilitary 
budget 

in 
order 

to 
fund 

an 
occupation that sim

ply causes 
increased suffering for the people 
of A

fghanistan. A
s stated by the 

R
evolutionary 

A
ssociation 

of 
W

om
en 

of 
A

fghanistan 
(R

AW
A

), 
ñThe 

persistence 
of the current instability and 
the 

W
estôs 

support 
of 

the 
óNorthern Allianceô terrorists in 
Afghanistan proves that the U

S 
and her allies pay no attention to 
hum

an rights and wom
en rights, 

but 
seek 

only 
their 

political 
and 

econom
ical 

interests.ò 
This 

im
perialist 

occupation 
becom

es further exposed w
ith 

the resistance to, and attacks on 

C
anadian Forces, w

hich are 
increasing every day.

C
all for an Independent 

Public Inquiry to organize 
against 

the 
C

anadian 
w

ar 
drive in A

fghanistan!

Since 
form

ing 
in 

O
ctober 

2003, 
M

obilization 
A

gainst 
W

ar and O
ccupation (M

AW
O

) 
has 

been 
calling 

for 
an 

end 
to 

the 
occupation 

and 
an 

im
m

ediate 
w

ithdraw
al 

of 
all 

N
ATO

, 
including 

C
anadian, 

troops from
 A

fghanistan. W
ith 

the 
increased 

deploym
ent 

of 
C

anadian troops announced by 
G

eneral 
R

ick 
H

illier 
in 

July 
2005, the cam

paign for ñC
anada 

O
ut of A

fghanistanò has gained 
urgency. W

hy w
as the decision 

to 
add 

2,000 
troops 

passed 
through 

parliam
ent 

w
ithout 

public 
consultation? 

W
hy 

is 
$26.8 

B
illion 

annually 
being 

turned over to the m
ilitary w

hile 
the 

governm
ent 

cuts 
social 

program
s? Is the occupation of 

A
fghanistan legal? A

ccording to 
w

ho? These questions have not 
been asked, let alone answ

ered. 

Today, M
AW

O
 has responded 

to 
the 

lack 
of 

both 
public 

and 
parliam

entary 
debate 

by 
calling 

for 
an 

independent 
public 

inquiry 
into 

C
anadaôs 

w
ar drive in A

fghanistan. This 
call w

ill open the debate and 
set the foundation for the anti-
w

ar 
m

ovem
ent in C

anada to 
organize against the occupation 
of A

fghanistan. 

C
anada out of A

fghanistan! 

Stop the C
anadian W

ar D
rive! 

C
all for an Independent Public 

Inquiry 
into 

the 
C

anadian 
O

ccupation of A
fghanistan!

.

Call for an Independent Public 
Inquiry into the Canadian 

O
ccupation of A

fghanistan!

Canada O
ut of Afghanistan!

STOP 
THE WAR AT 

HOME AND ABROAD!

The wars and occupations that have launched the 
21st Century have had an impact on working people 
in Canada beyond the feelings of solidarity we have 
for oppressed people facing the bombs and guns 
of war oceans away. These wars and occupations 
abroad have been accompanied by an increasing war 
at home. This war at home has taken the shape of the 
very attacks that we have witnessed over the summer 
in BC on the Telecommunication Workers Union 
(TWU), the Canadian Media Guild (CMG), and the 
BC Teachers Federation (BCTF).
The democratic right to organize: the foundation 
of all rights of all oppressed people
The attacks on all unions in BC in 2005 have one 
thing in common: they all attack the right of working 
people to organize. This similarity is also the reason 
that this chain of strikes and lockouts are so important 
for all working people in BC and across Canada. If 
the government and companies can take the right of 
working people to organize then all our other hard 
won rights fall vulnerable.
Telus vs. TWU (July 21, 2005 to present): When 
Telus locked out the TWU it was with the distinct 
purpose of breaking the union. Why? So that Telus 
will have the ñþexibilityò to ñcompeteò on the world 
stage. The main sticking point of ýve years without a 
contract was that Telus wants to liquidate the TWUôs 
hard won contract protections against contracting out 
jobs.
CBC vs. CMG (August 15 - October 11, 2005): 
Another lock-outé and again the main issue is 
around union jobs, job security and contracting out. 
In a familiar refrain, the CBCôs position was that they 
needed to ñstreamlineò operations to ñcompeteò in a 
competitive media market. 
BC Liberals vs. BCTF (October 7 to present): The 
BCTF strike began as a job action for reasonable pay 
raises and a reduction in class sizes. But after the 
government force-fed-legislated the old, completely 
unacceptable, contract back to the BCTF and refused 
to negotiate or recognize the BCTF to even be in a 
bargaining position, the strike took on new meaning. 
Overnight, the BCTF battle against the BC Liberal 
government took on a leadership position for the 
whole labour movement and all working people 
in BC. This was not only because the working 
conditions of teachers are also the learning conditions 
of more than 600,000 students in BC, but even more 
importantly, because the BCTF is ýghting the battle 
of the right of working people to organize ourselves 
in unions, to hold these unions to protect our rights, 
and to use these unions as weapons to further our 
rights and interests against reactionary opponents 
like the BC Liberal government and big businesses 
throughout Canada. 
BC Labour struggle: The centre stage of the 
struggle for social justice in Canada
As the government of Canadaôs war abroad has 
come home, labour struggles have become a constant 
feature of life in British Columbia. The commonality 
of the attacks on all working people has made the 
solution plain: working people must unite in struggle, 
or be destroyed. The intensity and importance of the 
outcome of these struggles to all working people 

means that 
w o r k i n g 
people in BC 
are moving into 
the centre-stage-
position of the ýght 
for social justice against 
the reactionary attacks of 
big business and imperialist 
government.  
The brave and uniýed move of BCTF 
members to stand up and ýght against 
the BC Liberal government attacks, despite 
the strike being slandered as ñillegalò by the 
government and the courts, has already set an 

example of struggle for all 
working people and sent a 
message to the government 
and big business. This 
message has been backed 
up with the solidarity of 
all unionists and working, 
poor and oppressed people 
in BC (including thousands 
of students!) who have stood 
with the BCTF in the streets 
and on the picket lines and 
shouted back, ñAn attack 
on one is an attack on all! 
Solidarity forever!ò
It is with this spirit of unity 
that MAWO and the anti-war 
movement also stands with 
the BCTF, the TWU and all 
working people, in defense 
of our right to organize, 
against the war at home, and 
for dignity and justice. G

.
-
%
8
 &

.
1 

D.
"
2
k 
B
.
4
2
)-

'
k 
B
%
!
,3
(
#!

1%
k 

?
$
4
#
!
3
).

-
k 
!
-
$
 
M
.
#
)!

, 
J
1
.
'
1
!
:

2
j 

HI
N 

@I
L 

Q
;L

`




