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The wars and occupations that have launched the
21 Century have had an impact on working people
in Canada beyond the feelings of solidarity we have
for oppressed people facing the bombs and guns
of war oceans away. These wars and occupations
abroad have been accompanied by an increasing war
at home. This war at home has taken the shape of the
very attacks that we have witnessed over the summer
in BC on the Telecommunication Workers Union
(TWU), the Canadian Media Guild (CMG), and the
BC Teachers Federation (BCTF).

The democratic right to organize: the foundation
of all rights of all oppressed people

The attacks on all unions in BC in 2005 have one
thing in common: they all attack the right of working
people to organize. This similarity is also the reason
that this chain of strikes and lockouts are so important
for all working people in BC and across Canada. If
the government and companies can take the right of
working people to organize then all our other hard
won rights fall vulnerable.

Telus vs. TWU (July 21, 2005 to present): When
Telus locked out the TWU it was with the distinct
purpose of breaking the union. Why? So that Telus
will have the fipexibilityo to ficompeted on the world

meansthat

working &
people in BC O
are moving into

the  centre-stage-
position of the yght
for social justice against
the reactionary attacks of
big business and imperialist
government.

The brave and uniyed move of BCTF
members to stand up and yght against
the BC Liberal government attacks, despite
the strike being slandered as fiillegalo by the
government and the courts, has already set an
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stage. The main sticking point of yve years without a
contract was that Telus wants to liquidate the TWUds
hard won contract protections against contracting out
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CBC vs. CMG (August 15 - October 11, 2005):
Another lock-outé and again the main issue is
around union jobs, job security and contracting out.
In a familiar refrain, the CBC#s position was that they
needed to fistreamlined operations to ficompeteo in a
competitive media market.

BC Liberals vs. BCTF (October 7 to present): The
BCTF strike began as a job action for reasonable pay
raises and a reduction in class sizes. But after the
government force-fed-legislated the old, completely
unacceptable, contract back to the BCTF and refused
to negotiate or recognize the BCTF to even be in a
bargaining position, the strike took on new meaning.
Overnight, the BCTF battle against the BC Liberal
government took on a leadership position for the
whole labour movement and all working people
in BC. This was not only because the working
conditions of teachers are also the learning conditions
of more than 600,000 students in BC, but even more
importantly, because the BCTF is yghting the battle
of the right of working people to organize ourselves
in unions, to hold these unions to protect our rights,
and to use these unions as weapons to further our
rights and interests against reactionary opponents
like the BC Liberal government and big businesses
throughout Canada.

BC Labour struggle: The centre stage of the
struggle for social justice in Canada

As the government of Canadaés war abroad has
come home, labour struggles have become a constant
feature of life in British Columbia. The commonality
of the attacks on all working people has made the
solution plain: working people must unite in struggle,
or be destroyed. The intensity and importance of the
outcome of these struggles to all working people
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example of struggle for all %?
working people and sent a b =
message to the government -
and big business. This —
message has been backed g

up with the solidarity of
all unionists and working,
poor and oppressed people
in BC (including thousands
of students!) who have stood
with the BCTF in the streets
and on the picket lines and
shouted back, fiAn attack
on one is an attack on all!
Solidarity forever!o

It is with this spirit of unity
that MAWO and the anti-war
movement also stands with
the BCTF, the TWU and all
working people, in defense
of our right to organize,
against the war at home, and
for dignity and justice.






